How well do you know yr::rur Sl ng"Sh

; widaly spoken in Singapore
] \agukalisms that [l ._,lllg
{or 50 it's been said) and with a distinct Singapo
thewr own brand of English fondly refe

With our multi-racial background, it's not surprising that *Sin glu- h' borrows from the many

differant language ben in Singapore, Here's 8 colles

find handy on your visit to Singapore.

Action fverb)

Derved from the English language meaning 1o show off,
Exampia: That fellow always ie fo achon, walbing arawnd with his
Fiolax ovar his shirt slesves.

Arronw (viert)

Darvad from the English language meaning to be given a task that
you don't want 1o do.

Exama: [ was arrowad Io pabd s wal,

Bilur fadj)

Darived from the Englich language meaning does nob ko what
k5 NG O,

Examode: He hasn't réad up on e background to this project and
ks wary biur &f the meeting.

Boh-Chup (ady)
Demved from ihe Hokkien dialect maeaning couldn't care lass.
Exarnglp: Ah, bot-chup, Fm nod going to hand n my asaigrment

Chim (ad)) Pronounced ‘chaem’.
Dartved from the Hokkiens dialect misaning profoong
Exarnpde: The prodessor’s leciure was veny chim:

Chopa {verb)

Derived from the Engleh langueage meaning 10 msang

Exampia: 15 frgd Saading af thear conoen!, wa need ia el there sarly
fe chape seads for our group

Gaostun (vert)
Derived fram the English languisgs (go sterm) maaning o renverse.,
Ecprmply: Hir ovirshol the turming 5o had to goshan back up the madl.

Hawoe (ad)
Drerirecd Breaem fho E:':-glu;hl._-n'-gu:h_qg maaning wiid and uncentrollable:
Examplp: That person is vary havoe, alays out late every night.

Kayu (ad)l Fronounced Kah-yoa'.

Duasrivined frorm the Malay language meaning dumb or slupid.
Exarnphe; How come he s 50 kayu? Teach him S0 many imes s
fie stll cammod o it

Kiasu [adj} Pronounced 'Kes-a.500".

Charived from the Hokkisn dialect TIBang afraid to lose oul 10
others or ol 10 loga facea,

Exarmale: He sand ks vmdy 1o iing wp n different gueies for the
S ifavm, 50 kiase,

Lah

e mael Tamous of Singaponsin expressions used at the and of
seniences for emphasis.

Expmpia: Vary fnny, lah!
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of 'Singlish' terms which you might

Langgar (weri)
Dherrved frodm the Matay languadgs meaning (o collida,
Examphd: This wvan suwddanty puied out and lang@ar iy car.

Qklang (adj)
Derived fromm the Hokkien daalest maaning ughy or cutdated
Expmiph) This dress 15 50 obimg! o i goleg fo buy it?

Pai seh (ad) Proncunced “plé-say!
Derved from the Hokhien dialost mesni g ermbarrassed or shy.
Exgmpia: That s tha thivd rng DNed forgodien hor name. 5o pal seh.

Shick (2d) Proncunced "shee-oak’

Darived from the Malay language (Straits Chingse) meaning fantastic
oF marvelkoss,

Exarnply Thal prinvn mae soup was shiok!*

Sekali

& word meaning swuddenk.

Exarphe °f wis about o make a nght fum. Sekalf this car appears
from rcwhere and neady langgar mel™

Solid (adp)
Derved trim tha English language meaning great or supsarb,
Examphir; [hg you 500 how he scored the geal? Solid, man/

Sotong (adf)

Denved Trarm 1he Malay language rru]-.u_ning doas not know what
is oing on. Similar meaning to 'blur, (Sotong s the Malay wond
for coiopus which squirts ink and clouds evenything.)

Exmmpe: This has been going of fov months, didn'l you know?
Sotang!

Suaku [noun) Fronounced 'soc-ah-Koo',

Darived from the Hokkien dialect m&aning countny bBumphin
Example: Don'l be $o suaku lah, don't you krow what a VCD
playar is?

Terok {adj)
Dearreaied from thie: Makay Bnguage meaning troublesome o difficult,
Exarnpde Thal cuslormer was very fanok

Tempang (vert) Pronounced "ome-pang’,

Derved froem the Malay languege meaning to ride on or request
a favou,

Example: You'ra going fo the post office? Can | lompang some
haiters fo be madeda?

Ulu {ad]} Pronounced 'co-loa’.

Darived from Malay language meaning rurl or 3 deseded placa,
Examplie: THis plice 5 50 uiu, you hardly 580 & single sow arownd
BN O WRBRENOS.

Ya ¥a (adf) An exprassion meaning boasthd or amegant,
Exarnple: Wah, he's 50 pa ya.




